
want to do sth
/want sth

要
yào

Example: 

我 要 吃 米饭。
wǒ yào chī mǐ fàn.

I want to eat rice. 

他要 喝咖啡。
tā yào hē kā fēi.

He wants to drink coffee. 



Examples: 

我 明 天 要 买 一 个 iPhone。
Wǒ míng tiān yào mǎi yī gè iPhone.

我们 今年 要 去 美 国。
Wǒ men jīn nián yào qù Měi guó.

这个星 期 天你要做什 么？
Zhè ge Xīng qī tiān nǐ yào zuò shén me?

我 晚 上 要 给妈 妈 打 电话。
Wǒ wǎn shang yào gěi mā ma dǎ diàn huà.

要 (yào) also means that someone is "planning to" or 

"going to" or "preparing to" do something. It's not 

that they just want to, or have to, it's that they fully 

expect to do it. It's in their plan.

Subj. + Time + 要 + Verb

or

Time + Subj. + 要 + Verb



我 明 天 要 买 一 个 iPhone。
Wǒ míng tiān yào mǎi yī gè iPhone.

I am going to buy an iPhone tomorrow.

我们今年要去 美 国。
Wǒ men jīn nián yào qù Měi guó.

We are planning to go to the U.S. this year.

这个星 期 天你要做什 么？
Zhè ge Xīng qī tiān nǐ yào zuò shén me?
What are you doing this Sunday?

我 晚 上 要 给妈 妈 打 电话。
Wǒ wǎn shang yào gěi mā ma dǎ diàn huà.
I am going to call my mom this evening.

要 (yào) also means that someone is "planning to" or 

"going to" or "preparing to" do something. It's not 

that they just want to, or have to, it's that they fully 

expect to do it. It's in their plan.

Subj. + Time + 要 + Verb

or

Time + Subj. + 要 + Verb



You can use 不要 (bùyào) to command someone: "don't" (do 

something). This is similar to the other negative command "别 (bié)."

Examples: 

不要 说 英 文。
Bù yào shuō Yīng wén. 

晚 上 不要 喝咖啡。
Wǎn shang bù yào hē kā fēi.

https://resources.allsetlearning.com/chinese/grammar/Negative_commands_with_bie










要不 要
yào bù yào

Do you want sth/to do sth?
Or

Do you think we should do sth? 

Examples：

你要不要米饭？
Nǐ yào bù yào mǐ fàn?

Do you want some rice?

你们要不要一杯热水？
Nǐ men yào bù yào yī bēi rè shuǐ?







Say the following sentences in Chinese. 

Peter wants to study Chinese.

I want to buy a book. 

Shall we go to play football this afternoon?



Examples: 

莉莉的汉语最好。
Lì lì de  hàn yǔ zuì hǎo
Lily speak the best mandarin.

谁 最 有钱？
Shéi zuì yǒu qián?

Who is the richest?

哪个 电 脑 最 好？
Nǎ ge diàn nǎozuì hǎo?
Which computer is the best?

The most common way to form a 
superlative (best, worst, biggest, 

smallest, etc.) in Chinese is to use 最
(zuì) before an adjective (and a few 

select verbs).

最 + Adj.

https://resources.allsetlearning.com/chinese/grammar/Adjective
https://resources.allsetlearning.com/chinese/grammar/Verb


Examples: 

我最喜欢猫。

wǒ zuì xǐ huān māo

I like cats the most. 

我最爱中 国菜。
Wǒ zuì ài Zhōng guó cài.

I love Chinese food the most.

我最爱踢足球。
Wǒ zuì ài tī zú qiú .
I love football the most.

你最喜欢什 么狗？
Nǐ zuì xǐ huan shén me Gǒu?

What is your favorite dog?

The most common way to form a 
superlative (best, worst, biggest, 

smallest, etc.) in Chinese is to use 最
(zuì) before an adjective (and a few 

select verbs).

最 + verb.

https://resources.allsetlearning.com/chinese/grammar/Adjective
https://resources.allsetlearning.com/chinese/grammar/Verb


我喜欢猫。

wǒ xǐ huān māo

I like cats.  

我最喜欢猫。

wǒ zuì xǐ huān māo

I like cats the most.  

我喜欢吃中国菜。
wǒ xǐ huān chī zhōng guó cài. 

我喜欢喝咖啡。
wǒ xǐ huān he kā fēi.

I like Chinese food the most. 

I like to drink coffee the most. 



几 can be used to express a number less than 10, followed by a measure word.    

gè

běn

gè



几 (jǐ) as "a Few“

The simplest way to use 几 (jǐ) to mean "a few" is 
to use it directly with a measure word.

Structure
几 + Measure Word + Noun

Examples：

桌 子上 有 几 本书。
Zhuō zi shàng yǒu jǐ běn shū.

There are a few books on the table.

她吃了几个苹果。
Tā chī le jǐ gè píng guǒ.

She ate a few apples.

我在北京住了几个月。
Wǒ zài běi jīng zhù le jǐ gè yuè.

I lived in Beijing for a few months.



几 (jǐ) as "a Few Tens“

It is similar to how in English we can say, "a few 
dozen" or "a couple dozen," though in this case 
instead of "twelves of something" we are 
saying "tens of something.“

Structure

几 + 十 + Measure Word + Noun

Examples：

他学了几十个汉字。
Tā xué le jǐ shí gè Hàn zì.

He has learnt a few dozen Chinese 
characters.

他写了几十本书。
Tā xiě le jǐ shí běn shū.
He wrote a few dozen books. 







A number in excess of a certain amount is 
expressed by adding "多" (duō) to the end 
of a number. This is usually translated as 
"more than...“ or “ plus“ in English.

Number + 多 + [Measure word] (+ Noun)

Examples: 

我妈妈五十多岁了。
Wǒmā ma wǔ shí duō suì le.

My mother is over fifty.

九十多块钱。
Jiǔ shí duō kuài qián
More than 90 yuan. 

他在 上 海 住了二十多年了。
Tā zài shàng hǎizhù le èr shí duō nián le.

He has been living in Shanghai for more than 
twenty years.



踢足球
tī zú qiú

多
duō

要
yào

几
jǐ
















